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Reverend Sir, 


SERRE NOC ATION, as at pre= 
z ent in Ufe among us, 1s a Pra- 
oe a Etice fo conducive to Die (eee 

vation and general Welfare o 
Sen! Mankind, that | it is a Matter of 
fome Concern to me, to find a Gentleman fo 
loud and impetuous againft it. Noife and 
Clamour may perhaps miflegd {ome few, but 
whoever fhall examine what you hnic ad- 
vanced, on the Footing of Reafon and Ex- 
perience, muft deem your Arguments weak 
and inconclufive, and-yourfe/f a pregnant 
Inftance of the Prejudice, complained of 
in your firft Paragraph. 

Before we begin the Debate, permit me 
to thew my Regard for a very ufeful Body 
of Men, to. whom the World : in general has 
ever allowed fome Degree of Learning and 

) B Merit. 


( 2) 
Merit. You can’t be ignorant that I mean’ 
the Gentlemen of the Faculty, your Treat- 
ment of whom is.fplenetic and unwarranta- 
ble. To impute the Progrefs that Inocula- 
_tion has of late Years made, to a (a) felf- 
interefied Principle in them, is unjuft and in- 
human: It is fuppofing they will voluntarily 
and againft clear Conviétion {acrifice the Lives 
of their Fellow-Creatures ; nay, what is yet 
mofe, ‘of their deareft Friends, to the paultry 
Confideration of a trifling Advantage. Is 
Juch Cenfure reconcileable with the Spirit of 
Chriftianity 2 With the Character you. fuf- 
tain, of a (b) Preacher of the Gofpel? Or 
with even the Candor’and Impartiality of a 
Gentleman 2 Might-1° net with’ equal” Pro- 
priety, ‘atid indeed; with cequal Chrifitanity, 
affirm, that you are wnder'Terrors left: Ino- 
culation fhould prevail, and‘ deprive you of 
the Phajure of firutting fo frequently in the 
pompous’ Elonours ofa ° Funeral ?o°oWhen 
Diana’s Shtine was in” danger, « Demetrius 
clamotir’d.'@ “oor 2 ib agvacr 
~ But this Practice’ has ‘not flourifh’d merely 
from the Writings and ‘Efforts ‘of Phyfical 
Gentlemen, but has receiv’d Countenance 
from feveral able and worthy Divines;:and in 
particular, from one-“P, ‘a prefent Father 
and high Ornament ‘of the “Church: But 
this you call an (c) z//-judged Countenance, fo 
iv’, Ma Jase 2m ph ? P.s. + Dr, Maddce Bifhop of 
| that 


(3) 
that where you cannot attack the Principk, 
you fall foulon the Capacity, and in effect, 
very candidly. call every, Man who differs 
from you ‘in, Opinion, either Kyave or 


. 
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. You have farther been pleafed to /igma- 
tize Inoculation with the candalous ‘Title of 
(4) unfocial Quackery; but, I flatter. my- 
felf, when we have given. a (e) fair Repre- 
fentation (which you have mot done) of the 
Benefits attending it, the Tables will .be 
turned. upon you, and yourfelf found the 
greateft. Quack, and by far the moft. wn- 
facial. dining k 
~. Never, Ivbelieve, did any Man enter on 
a Subje. with fuch prefumptive Arrogance 
and Se/f-Importance... You boldly fet at 
Nought, and bid Defiance to what, in all 
Difputes, has ever been held in. high 
Eficem, (f) the Experience of Ages, and 
the Opinions and Practice of Men of the moft 
approved Abilities. . Thiscannot be Wz/dom, 
but may be Policy: Since, were thefe Autho- 
rities admitted in the preient Debate, your 
Harangue could be to no purpote, and your 
favourite Doétrine muft perifh, even in its 
Birth. - Surely, Sir, jthis Reveling of. Autho- 
rities, and evil-[peaking. of Dignities, ..gives 
us Reafon to promife ourfelves. much. from 
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(4) 
your Performance; but alas!’ How little 
have you anfwer'd thefe Expectations? 
That (¢)‘ferioufly to maintain the Law- 
fulnefs of doing Evtl, that Good may come, 
is the Mark of a depraved Mind, I do 
‘not deny; and that the Precept, (hb) not 
to follow: a Multitude to do Evil, is indi- 
‘fputably right, I readily acknowledge; but, 
‘as you have fearnedly informed us, that 
(1) Contradictions are not to pafs. for Veri- 
ties, fo neither fhall l allow of  4/irmations 
as Proofs; and unlefs you can better demon+ 
ftgate Inoculation to be really dong Evil, 
both your Text and Quotation are utterly 
inapplicable, But to our Subje&: (£) Ino- 
culation you tell us, feems not reconcileable 
with fundry very weighty Confiderations that 
relate to the Detty. | 
~ That God-is'the (/) Creator and Go- 
-yernor of- the World is true; that he is in- 
finite in Wifdom and Goodnefs, as well as 
chis other Attributes, is equally true; and 
‘that we, as Creatures, fhould*() refign 
ourfelves, with ail Humility, to his certain 
and better Care, is no lefs true than either : 
-But if this is to be literally underftood, and 
applied to the Point before us, it proves 
too much, and may with equal Reafon be 
‘brought as an Argument againft all Medi- 
cines.in general. To what Purpofe, accord- 
g) Page 3. ane k i) P. to. eros 
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img to your Manner of Reafoning, will it be, 
to call inthe Affiftance of Man in any 
Difeafe whatever ? Nay, it muft be highly 
impious, as diftrufting the Superintendance 
of Providence. This Doérine manifeftly — 
tends to difcourage and fet afide all -Human 
Induftry, and cannot therefore be reconcilea- 
ble with our Reafon or Duty. ‘The Divine 
Being hath been gracioufly pleafed to ins 
dulge Man with Light from within, and 
Affifiance from without: He hath endowed 
our Minds with the extenfive Faculties of 
Reafon: He hath made every Field not 
only to yield its Increafe for the zmmediate 
Means of Health and Life, but to abound 
with innumerable Helps to réeffore them 
when «mpatred, and preferve ‘them: when 
endanger'd. Void then of all Reafon as 
well as Religion muft that Man be, who 
can fuppofe that a Being of infinite: Good= 
nefs has given'us, the Knowledge, and at 
the fame time forbid the U/e of thefe. Pree 
fervatives.. This is to tax the Almighty 
with Cruelty, in enlightening our Under- 
ftandings, only to make our Miferies the 
‘greater. Let us not therefore affront the 
‘Compafiion of God, by an inaétive Indo- 
lence, nor’ employ thefe divine Faculties, 
merely to amufe and entertain, but’ rather 
jet us turn them to what is the moft noble, 
if not the only Defign of them, the Benefit 


of 
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of Mankind. -This will be (2) ufiug and 
rightly ufing our Abilities: This will be 
employing our, bef Endeavours to, render 
our Prattice conformable to our, Difcoveries : 
This will be recommending ourfelves to the 
Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs, in being careful 
to give all bis Difpenfations. their intended 
Effed, by every kind of fuitable Improve- 
ment. s | 

But it may perhaps be urged, there is 
a wide Difference between making Ufe of 
Means to remove a Diforder from a Body 

already diftemper’d, and bringing on. a 
Difeafe purpofely and with Defign on a 
Perfon before in Health ; that allowing the 
one to be right, the other is utterly, un- 
Jawful. Let us therefore examine _ this 
Matter a little deeper, No one, I appre- 
hend, ever {crupled, 7 Pont of Confctence, 
making Ufe of Bleeding, Purging or Vo- 
miting, in a Time of general Contagion, 
when fuch Expedients came properly re- 
commended to leffen the Malignity of the 
then reigning Difeafe:. Various however 
have been the Diforders refulting from 
each of thefe Operations, and the Confe- 
quences of them fometimes fatal, _ Here 
then is a Cafe parallel to that of Inocula- 
tion, a Cafe, which, tho’ fometimes attend- 
~ ed with Ills, no -reafonable Man will, I 
prefume, deem unlawful. It is only chufing - 
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a-fmall Evil in. order -to avoid a ‘greater; q 
and fo far is it in) myy Opinion from de-: 
ferving\Cenfure, that Iocan’t help looking 
on itoas a Duty: we owe ourfelves, by that 
grand Law of. Nature; the. Law of Seif=. 
Prefervation. It has. beensbefore obferveds, 
that God gave Man Reafon;-and char n= 
doubtedly for his Guidance and Directions 
Suppofing then:his Reafon tells: him:-that Ino-- 
culation isa ufeful and dligible Expedient, and. 
he,. agreeably ! ‘to'the Law of his own Nature; 
fuffers himfelf to be ledoby Jit,.can he in any 
_fenfe be faid to: withdraw himfelf from: the 
(0) Tuttion of God; to thwart the. Divine 
| dutentions ?. or to wrefirbimfelf out of \ the 
Hands of ‘his great Creator 2. Sach Condué 
is far from being irreligcous (p), injurious to 
the Deity, ordefiruthive of Morality, and the 
taking of Bark, in ordervto cure an Ague, 
amay as wellvbe rowed inde as favouring of 
( g) Atheifm. 

But, apprehenfive oF the Indufficieneye af 
your Arguments to iréetard the Advance- 
ment.of Inoculation »confder’d in a réligis 
ous View, you venture to attack it-in :a 
| Phyfical one; ‘but here, Sir, you are acting 
out of ‘your Sphete ; and happy: indeed is it 
for Mankind, that Phyfic isnot your Pro- 
feffion, for a ‘Head & entirely wrong-turn'd 
could be qualified only to do Mifchief.. . You 
fet out by afking fuch. Queftions, as» when 


(o) Page 8. (ei) Po 3 fg fi? od 


fairl 


(8)) 


fairly and truly anfwered, muft tend to. de-~ 


ftroy the Point you would eftablifh. 


Phe firlt is, whether (r) the felf-fame: 


Particles that at one. Time: tend to raife a 


~~ 


Ferment defruttive to the Bodily Syftem, are 


abanother endowed with a Power of -mode- 


rating that Ferment and preventing its Ma-; 
lignity? .No one befides yourfelf ever dreamt 


they. were. But give me Leave to let you: 


into a Secret: The Gentlemen: concerned) 
i Inoculation donot’ convey: the ~ Variolous 


Matter into: the: Blood of the Difeafed,. or;: 
of thofe already under a ferment, in order! 


to allay that Ferment, but into the Bload of 


the Healthy, in order to rasfe. a Ferment :. 


If therefore it had that Faculty, it would not 
anfwer their Purpofe; it is enough for 
them, cand juitifies their Practice, if it 
brings on a Fever more benign and lefs in- 
flammatory, than is common in the natural 
Way ; and Fevers, or, if you wall, Ferments 
‘differ as much in Degree, as does your 
Capacity from that of the Generality of your 


Brethren. But farther, I fhall expect you . 


at once to give up your Queftion, when 
I beg you to confider that the Particles 
in the different Ways of Infection are not 


the fe/f-fame, nor the Bodily Syftem in the 


Jelf-fame Circumftances. 


As to the Infection, every Phyfician who 


fuperintends, every Surgeon who operates, 
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every Patient, if an Adult, or Relation of 
Friend, if a Child, are induftrioufly care- 
ful to be fatisfied that the Matter ufed: is 
taken from a favourable Kind of Simall-Pox, 
which will moft probably produce a Difeafe 
in the Inoculated Body like to that from 
whence it was taken. rape. be 

But Inoculation recommends itfelf ftill 
more forcibly to our Acceptance, from a Con- 
fideration of that found and healthy State 
which the Body is brought into by a pre-_ 
vious Preparation. The Perfon to be ino= 
culated is always enjoined, for fome time 
before the Operation, to obferve a regular, 
temperate Manner of Living: His Food is 
light and eafy of Digeftion, the Confe- 
quence of which is, that the Blood is con- 
{tantly furnifhed with a fweet and balfamic 
Chyle ; nor is this all, for, in order to gain 
this defirable End, Medicine comes in to 
the Aid of Diet, and what is deficientin the 
one, is amply fupplied by the other. 
_ Your next Queftion is, whether (s) the 
Particles, (to wit, the variolous) ‘when un- 
mixed but with the free Air, are more virulent 
and noxious, than when conveyed united with 
many others of lke pernicious Nature and 
Tendency? 'This is begging the Queftion, 
and taking that for granted which ought 
firft to be proved,——¢hat the Seeds of other 
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(10) 
fae may be conveyed itt the Blood 
with thofe of the Small-Pcox. ‘That the 
Matter of a variolous Puftle is fimple and 
uncompounded feems highly reafonable from 
Analogy with other Infections. The Ve- 
nereal Virus, Peftilence, Meafles, and every 
other infectious Diftemper, is conftantly ob- 
ferved to produce Matter and Symptoms pecu- 
liar to itfelf; nor is it probable, that the Seeds 
of. Aiaeront Difeafes, which muft be as 
different i in their Natures, as the Difeafes 
are in Appearance, can unite together. 
Nor can we fuppofe, that the Difpotition 
of the Body, fhall be at one and the fame 
time fitted to give Encouragement to, or 
produce Effects from Caufes which are in 
their vety Natures fo oppofite. If the Cafe 
was otherwife, why have we not Proofs? 
Surely thefe muft be eafy to find; for, if the 
Matter contained the Seeds of two different 
Diftempers, and the Body was infected by 
both, thefe different Diftempers muft be pro- 
duced ; ; and, as their Appearances would be © 
fo widely unlike, they could not poffibly be 
miftaken. But that this is ever ‘the “Cafe, 
Phyficians and Surgeons of the greateft Emi- 
nence and Candor, a particularity thofe who 
have been moft engaged in, and converfant - 
with this Practice, abfolutely deny. | 
Your lat Enquiry relates to the Opera- 

tion itielf, whether (¢) the bare AG of In- 
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(an). 
jertion alters the. Property or.-the Efficacy, 
either of the InfeGiion or of the Inflammable 
Matter ?—'That Receiving the Small-Pox 
-by Infertion may be vaftly preferable to 
that of Infpiration, feems highly probable, 
from an Experiment made by the learned 
and judicious Dr. Mead. Inoculation, ap- 
pearing with. fuch well-grounded Promifes 
_of preferving the Lives of Mankind, re- 
commended itfelf to the Royal Patronage 
_and Protection. The gracious Sovereign, as 
- a Nurfing-Father to his People, thought 
himfelf under an.Qbligation to favour and 
promote it. Lhe Doctor was accordingly 
commiffioned to try it’s Succefs on feven 
Criminals under Sentence of Death:. Out of 


AE may te 
« 


-thefe he {elected one, a Girl of eighteen | 


Years of Age, who appeared to him moft 
likely,.to have the Difeate favourably ; her 
he inoculated inthe Chinefe Manner, by in- 
troducing a Pledgit, moiftened with Pus, 
up her Nofe; the Confequence of which 
was, an extreme Pain in the Head, and an 
acute. Feyer ’till the Eruption; and through 


. the whole of the Diftemper, the Symptoms - 


--continued more violent in her, tho’ even 
ihe, asiwell asthe seft,. recovered... ‘This 
one..would at firft View expec to be the 
Cafe, as, the Virus was more immediately 
. conveyed to, and muft, of -Courfe,. more 
fenfibly affect the Brain. ‘The fame Reafon- 

ee Mer Mingle 
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ing holds good againft the Communication 
of the Difeafe by Infpiration, with Regard 
to the Lungs as well as the Brain. 

But there is another great Advantage re- 
fulting from Infertion, which, tho’ not the 
bare Act, is the Confequence of it; I mean 
“the Difcharge. ‘The flight Scratches be- 
come confiderable Wounds, attended thro’- 
out the Diftemper, and, for fome Time 
after, with a copious Difcharge ; which muft 
be fuppofed to carry off Part of the Vari- 
~olous Matter, and to abate and keep under 
the Violence of the Fever. | 

Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to fet you 
right in thefe Particulars; tho’ it is more 
than you had Reafon to expect, as your 
Queftions’ do not feem propofed with a 
Defire of Information, but rather. offered as 
Queries, which you vainly thought unanfwer- 
able. In thefe very (u) Refpedts then, 
which, you fay, conftitute the whole of 
Inoculation, it (x) does manifefily induce a 
Change for the better. | 

Shall we not be furprized, after thefe 
- Confiderations, to hear you affirm, (y) That 
Inoculation fecures us againft no one Danger 
we are in the natural Way expofed tu; — 
affords no one real Advantage, that may not 
be had in the common Management of the Dif- 
eafe,— nay more — that it is fubject to many 

(u) Page 10. (*) P. to. Pi ePiezos 
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( 13 ) 
Inconveniencies and Evils, which, in the reg it~ 
lar Courfe of Things, we are either quite free 
Jrom, or but fiughtly affected with? But thall 
we not be more furprized to find you at- 
tempting to prove this by Arguments, 
which {peak fo loudly in Favour of the 
Method you would decry? You tell us, 
(%) That a great Mafter of the Medicinal 
Art attributes the Differences obfervable in 
the Difeafe, and confequently the Dangers to 
‘which we are in the Natural Way expofed,. to 
an. almofi infinite Variety of Conftitutional 
Habits in various Individuals —~ to the Tem- 
perature of Seafons and their Changes —~ and 
to Accidents, which befal the Body, betaween 
the Time of Catching the Infection, and the 
Appearance of the Difeafe. Surely, thefe are 
all ftrong Advocates for Inoculation? For 
here the Conftitutional Impurities are re- 
“moved or corrected, the Blood and Hu- 
“mours, as, before obferved, conf{pire with 
the favourable Quality of the Infetion. And 
tho’ we cannot dive {o far into the Habits of 
Individuals, as to be ahways abfolutely certain, 
~yet a Mafter of the Art of Medicine will 
-acquire fuch a Degree of Certainty, as to 
form a very good Judgment thereon. — But, 
as to the Fitnefs or Unftnefs of Seafons, to 
judge of rhefé is abfolutely in our Power, 
how much foever the Affertion may make 
you ftare; for the dare Confideration only 
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of the Effects of extreme Heat and Cold, 
(not to fay a Word of any other Quality of 
the Air) muft tell us at what Seafon we 
fhall be moft able to undergo, and lefs liable 
to ill Confequences from the Attack of an 
inflammatory Diforder.— As to the Acci- 
dents which happen between the Time of 
‘Infection and Appearance of the Difeafe, 
the Prefumption of Danger can -be in no 
Degree equal. The Perfon in the natural 
Way, has probably received the Infection 
in, or foon after, a Fit of Debauchery, or 
violent Exercife, as then our Bodies are 
moft likely, as well as. moft unfit, to admit 
‘Contagion: He knows not immediately of his 
Infection, and confequently guards not againtt 
future ill Accidents from it; while-the Ino- 
culated Perfon is carefully fecured againft all 
thefe Hazards. —'The Mind too, notwith- 
ftanding your Opinion is contrary, , will cer- 
‘tainly be more calm and eafy, and lefs af- 
fe&ted, when it is confcious to itfelf, that 
the Body 1s prepared and the Difeafe looked 
for, than when the fame :Perfon is feized 
‘by Surprize, unprepared and unawares: But 
this relates.to Adults only; Children, as 
they are not fenfible, fo are they not fear- 
ful of Danger. 2 

It has been urged, and certainly is.a fin- 
cular Benefit of Tnoculation, that it fur- — 
nifhes a:Cure for:thofe (@) Fears which 
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render ‘the Lives of many Perfons unquiet 
and unhappy. — That thefe Apprehentions 
are every-where to be met with, you do 
not, as indeed you cannot, deny; but you 
will ftill grope.on in the Dark, full fhut 
your Eyes againft Conviction, and, when 
you cannot difpute the Truth of this Argu- 
‘ment, attempt to evade its Force, by call- 
ing thefe Fears zmmoderate and unreafonable. 
That ill-grounded Timidity is- unjuftifable, 
I grant: But Apprehenfions, with Regard 
to the prefent Cafe, appear in a different 
Light. To take only one Inftance out 
of Numbers which might be produced : 
View the Father of five or fix {mall Chil- 
dren, abfolutely dependent on 47m for their 
Subfiftence and Education, and, of Courfe, _ 
their Morality, and perhaps eternal Salvation: 
Will not the Mind of this Man be loaded 
with Anxiety, when he reflects that He is 
not fo happy as to have paffed through a Di- 
ftemper, which it is almoft certain he muft, 
at one Time.or other, meet with; and will 
not this Anxiety be aggravated by a Con- 
fideration that He is ata Time of Life, when 
this Diftemper is much more generally.ob- 
ferved to be fatal? Shall thefe Paternal 
Yieldings be called wnnatural or unreafon- 
able? Or fhall the Fears of his affectionate 
Wife, for a Life fo precious and valuable to 
_ herfelf and Family, be deemed mere Humour? 
But 
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But there is one Advantage you would 
reap from thefe Fears, which, was it as 
common in Practice, as it is juft in Reafon, 
I fhould think myfelf an Enemy to Man- 
kind, in propofing any Thing which might 
contradict fo good an End: This is (4) that, 
through Fear of this Difeafe, Men might be 
induced to greater Sobriety and Regularity of ° 
Life. But, alas! Experience convinces us 
that the Fact is otherwife; and, for one 
Inftance of an abffemious Life from a’Dread 
of the Small-Pox, there are a Thoufand, of 
Death under it from a /uxurzous one. 

But, forced from this Argument, you fly 
to one ftill more extraordinary, and tell us — 
that (c) the Artificial Small-Pox 1s not lefs 
fevere than the Natural. — After a Reca- 
pitulation of the evident Advantages on the 
Side of Inoculation, from the Quality of the 
InfeCtion—the Manner of its Reeeival—the 
favourable Circumftance of Difcharge from | 
the Incifions — peculiar Fitnefs of Conftitu- 
tion, both with Regard to Mind and Body 
—fuitable Air and well-adapted T’empera- 
ture of Seafon—JI fay, after a Review of 
thefe unqueftionable Benefits, not to expect 
a more favourable Kind from this Method, 
carries with it Sufpicions of bind Ignorance, 
or avowed Superftition. But, to fee thefe Ex-~ 
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pectations every Day anfwered, by an ifs 
finitely {maller Number of Puftules, and 
thofe of incomparably lefs Malignity,—an 
Abfence of thofé alarming Symptoms con 
fequent on Affections of thofe vital Organs, 
the Brain and ‘Lungs—— and an abfolute 
Freedom from, or very fimall Degree of, that 
fo often fatal, fecondary Fever,—to fee thefe 
peculiar good Effects, and not confefs or 
allow them, is wyufitfiable Prejudice, and uns 
manly Obftinacy. : 

But you have ventured to go ftill farther, 
and have not only denied the Inoculated 
Small-Pox to Be /e/s fevere than the Natural, 
but alfo (d) ks mortal— That you fhould 
contradict in Cafes, where Reafon alone was 
to detérmine, is no Matter of wonder, as 
that feems a Talent you are in no great 
Deeree pofleffed’ of; but when you oppofe 
plam Matters of Fact, nothing can plead 
againft your Condemnation. Calculations 
made with the ereateft Caution and Exact- 
nefs, by the moft ingenious and careful Ob- 
fervers, Men of the ftricteft Honour and 
- Integrity, have fhewn the Difference of Suc- 
cefs attending thé two Methods to be be- 
yond Comparifon or Difpute. ‘The natural 
Small-Pox is fuppofed to be deftructive of 
one in feven. ‘This is the Cafe under fa- 
vourable Circumftances, when the Matter in- 
fecting is benign, the Temperature of the 

(d) Page 123. 
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Air and Seafon of the Year affifting; but 
when either of thefe is unfriendly, the De- 
ftruction will be proportionably increafed, 
and when all confpire againft us, extremely 
fatal, infomuch that. in fome Inftances more 
than a Majority have died. A Gentleman 
of Credit and Veracity informed me that on 
the Beginning of the Small-Pox in a certain 
* City of this Kingdom, no lefs than twenty 
of the firft twenty-five perifhed by it. Such 
too was the Malignity attending, and the 
Mortification of the Humors fo fudden and 
violent, that they were obliged to bury the 
dead in twenty-four Hours after their De- 
— ceafe.—- On the other hand, the higheft Cal- 
culation, that I have yet feen, of the Lofs 
under Inoculation, makes it but one in 
fixty — late Accounts from Fever/ham, two 
in one hundred and eighty-four, and it is 
to be obferved, that one of the Perfons who 
died there, was an improper Subje€t for the 
Operation — while -- others have proved it. 
to be only one in five hundred,—and Dr. Le 
Duct, a Native of Conflantinople, acquaints 
us, that in Turkey, out of many Thoufands 
Inoculated, not one mifcarried, and it is pro- 
bably to this Operation, that we owe this 
ufeful Information, for the Dr. himfelf un- 
derwent the Experiment. 
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But you object (e) that the Calculation 
of the Difproportion is wzfair.— That the 
Seafons may be diferent, and that in the 
common Manner of Infection, the o/d as well 
as the young, the Difeafed as well as the 
_ Healthy are attacked ; whereas in the other 

proper Subjeéts only are made Choice of to 
undergo the Operation. —'The above = Ac- 
count, which brings the Lofs under Inocu- 
lation to one in fixty, takes the Diftemper in 
thefe Circumftances: It was from New England, 
ata Time when the natural Infection was. 
raging with fuch Fury and Deftruction, as. 
induced the Operators not to be fo Cautious 
in the Choice of their Subjects; and the 
Gentleman who gives it, tells us, That 
the Perfons inoculated, were young and old, 
from one Year to feventy, weak and firong ; 
— But allowing your Objection to have 
all the Truth and Weight you can de- 
fire, it will ftill be fo far from proving what 
you would with to prove, that it will 
turn out evidently in Favour of Inocula- 
tion; for if this Method is in due Time 
neglected, we muf run the Hazard of an 
improper Seafon, and of being a Part of the 
Aged or Difeafed, who meet: with this Di- 
ftemper, and then the Chances againft us. 
are fo much increafed, that one in three, or 
at moft in four, is obferved to die in fuch 
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Circumftances. How then will you prefume 
to fay, That (f). no Man fares well or ill by 
Inoculation, that might not have done better 
awithout tt ? 

~ But till averfe to Confutation, you lay 
hold on every Occafion, or even Shadow of 
Cavil; and when you can no longer diipute 
the good Properties of Inoculation, you draw 
forth an Artillery of Objections, from Jn- 
conveniences and Fils fappofed more pecu- 
liar to this, than the natural Difeafe : But 
on Examination, it will be found as free 
from Cenfure on fhis Account, as it was de-~ 
ferving Encouragement on the other. 

Your firftt Hint of Inconvenience arifing 
from Inoculation, is, the (¢) Certaiuty of the 
Difeafe being communicated that Way. You 
have here open’d a large Field for Ridicule, 
but I fhall forbear being /evere, as you are 
modeft enough to own, you (bh) expect to be 
cenfured. — On the other Hand, you tell us, 
that it is wncertain, (7) whether a Perfon 
may ever be infected in the common Man- 
ner — That to go out of Life at an advanced 
Age, without having fallen into this Dif- 
eafe, is impoffible, as I cannot prove, fo] 
will not deny. But Inftances of this, in 
populous Places, are on all Hands granted 
to be fo few, that it is Madnefs for any 
Individual to expect it; and I believe they 
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are fewer than is apprehended, for the 
Small-Pox is fometimes in Children, fo 
inconfiderable, as even to pafs over unno- 
ticed. Andas two or three Puttules are 
in Reality, as much the Small-Pox, as twa 
or three Thoufand, fo are they as effectual a 
Prefervative again{ft future Infection. And 
here give me Leave juft to mention, that the 
inoculated Perfon is perpetually obferved to 
be equally fecure with the other, againit a 
Repetition of the Diftemper. But to return, 
to our Argument, and even to grant it you 
in its full force; yet, as the Pain and Ha- 
zard of Inoculation is fo little, and as this 
Perfon could never have had any certainty 
(&) of clean efcaping, he is {ufficiently over- 
paid by a Delivery from that painful Slavery 
of Fear and Anxiety, which we have be- 
fore demonftrated fo excruciating and tor- 
“menting. 
_ Contradictions now crowd in upon us in 
almoft every Page. You have no fooner 
vented your Objection concerning the Cer- 
tainty of Inoculation, but you forget your~ 
felf, and tell us in one and the fame Breath, 
that fhzs is a very (/) uncertain Method. I- 
muft take the Liberty of telling you, if fuch 
be your way of arguing, there is no dif- 
puting a Point with you, as it is impoffible 
to Kold in any Noofe that Proteus who fo 
<eften changes his Form. Inoculation, you 
(k) Page 27. ( ng 27: 
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infinuate, has fometimes fatled to produce the 
Difiemper, and the fame Perfon has after~ 
wards had it naturally, This you do not 
prefume to zv/lance, or even affirm, but ftate 
it all on the groundle/s Foundation of Rumor, 
and tell us, things are thus (m), if Report 
Says true. 

But not to be wanting in Kindnefs, nor 
to ftand with you, as you fay, you will not with 
us, for (n) little Matters, we will for once 
admit Report for Evidence; we will, for 
Argument’s fake, grant, that this Method 
may prove ineffectual, and that the fame 
Perfon may, after its Failure, have the Dif- 
eafe in the natural Way. Yet, what will 
all this prove againft Inoculation? Has this - 
Perfon the Natural Diftemper in a greater or 
worfe Degree, becaufe he has been before 
Inoculated? Surely, there is more Reafon to 
expect the contrary, as his former Prepara- 
tion, has corrected and amended his Con- 
ftitution, which, as it may have been the 
Means of preventing many other Diforders, — 
fo may it be of great Service to him, when- 
ever he falls into this —- What you mean by 
afferting, that the (0) Infection, by laying 
dormant for a Time, has at laft proved direful 
and mortal, 1 confefs I am at a Lofs to un- 
derftand. In many Parts indeed of your 
Difcourfe, to come at your Meaning with- 
out a Spirit of Divination is not eafy. If 
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‘you affert that the Infection may continue 
in the Blood, without exerting itfelf, for 
three, fix, or even twelve Months, I know 
of no fuch Inftance, the Hiftory of Phyfic 
cannot produce one, and the World will 
be much obliged to you, when you {hall 
prove that Point. . | , 
A farther Objection to this Pra@tice. is, 
that (p) Patients upon Recovery have been 
ajected with external Botls and Swellings, 
_ and internal painful and lingering Diforders. 
But are thefe chargeable on the Inoculated 
Small-Pox only? The dare Ac of Infertion 
furely cannot have brought on this malevo- 
lent Difpofition. I believe, on a fair Ex- 
amination, we fhall find thefe ill Confe- 
quences in a much frequenter and greater 
Degree, attending the Natural than Artificial 
Small-Pox; and it is highly reafonable to 
expect they fhould, when we trace them 
to their Source: They are in general to 
be attributed to a Reflux of Part of the puru- 
lent Matter into the Blood, about the de- 
cline of the Difeafe. But as under Inocu- 
lation, there is /e/s Matter, and that lefs 
Mahgnant, to return into the Blood; fo 
muft the Ejfects of that return be /efi, and 
Inoculation, of Courfe, not fo liable to leave 
ill Confequences. 
Another Charge againft Inoculation is (7) 
that we may. with the variolous Matter, 
— (p) Page 28, (r) Page 28. 
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convey into the Blood other Difeafes, ana 
hereditary Taints, and thereby create a com+ 
pounded Mifchief: This, we have before 
fhewn, is contrary to Reafon, and the Ob- 
fervations of thofe Perfons, in whofe Power 
alone it is to determine the Point. And 
among thefe Authorities, permit me to men- 
tion one, for whom, I imagine, you pro- 
fefs fome Veneration, fince you have done 
him the Honour of quoting him; I mean 
the learned and ingenious Dr. Mead. But 
if all this be not fufficient to fatisfy your 
Scruples on this Head, they may eafily be 
removed, if the Operator be only careful to 
do his Duty ; for in Inoculation, we have 
not only the Power of chu/ing our Infection 
from a good Subject, but of refufing it from 

a bad one. | 
But as it is not zmpoffible for a Petfon to 
die under Inoculation, you now level all 
our Force againft it from a Sufpicion of 
the (s) Self-Condemnation, Grief and Con- 
cern, which muff, in fuch Cafe, affect the 
Mind of him, by whofe Leave or Direction 
dt Was performed. A more affecting Inftance 
of this, I imagine you cannot wifh, than 
between a Father and Child. Let us there- 
fore fuppofe, a tender and affectionate Fa- 
ther, follicitous. for the Welfare of what 
he efteems his prefent and future Comfort, 
from a Defire of fitting him to pafs through 
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Life with Chearfulnefs to himfelf, and Benes 
pi to his Neighbours, with a Thankfulnefs to 
the Divine Goodnefs for Means appointed, 
and an humble Prayer for a Bleffing on the 
Uje of them, fubmits his Child, but with- 
out Succels, to this Operation: Will he 
not enjoy the chearing Reflection, that the | 
pleadings of Nature and Parental Affection 
inclined him to the Part he acted, and that 
Reafon, and Obfervation on its great and 
general. Succefs, juftified him in it? Will 
not thé Confideration of having aéted agree= 
ably to that expre/s Command, and never erring 
Rule of Scripture, of dong what in tke 
Circumflances he would wifh ae unto bimfelf; 
greatly alleviate, if not entirely remove his _ 
Concern. — But as Inftances of Death un= 
der Inoculation, do now and then appear, fo 
do they in the natural Way, continually 
furround us, Let us then confider the fame 
interefting Circumftance, of a Father la- 
menting for a Child loft in this Way:— 
Will he not. be tormented with the /Larp 
Sting of Self-Condemnation, in not giving 
his Child all: the Chances for Life, which 
Prudence fuggefted, and. Experience confirm- 
ed? Will he not accufe himfelf of a fu 
pine Negligence, in not embracing the kind 
Means which Providence held out to him ? 
Will not every Day’s Sight of the good Ef- 
fects of Inoculation in his Neighbour’s 
Children, renew all his Difquiet, by bring- 
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‘ng to Remembrance the Lofs of hisown? 
Nay, will he not have Reafon to think all 
this Grief merited, and that he did not des 
ferve future Comfort from a Being which 
he took no Pains to render comfortable to 
itfelf? — As then the Concern of the Jats 
ter, if not fuperior, is, at leaft, equal to that 
of the former; and as the Inftances of 
Death are, in the natural Small-Pox, fo 
unqueftionably more numerous, the Num- 
ber of unhappy Parents muft bear the fame 
Proportion ; and Inoculation, on this Account, 
claim a very confiderable Preference. 

Having anfwered all your Objections 
drawn from Evils, imagined peculiar to this 
Practice, I fhall now proceed to confider 
it, as concerned with our Duty to our 
Neighbour and ourfelves. 

Whether Inoculation be (¢) confijftent 
with our Obligations to our Fellow-Creatures, 
after a Survey of its extenfive Benefits, 
feems a Queftion not difficult to refolve, 
but needlefs to afl. Here once more your 
own Arguments fly in your Face. You 
have defined Man, a Being by the primary 
Appointment of Nature defigned, not for fo- 
litary, but focal Life; not for the Use and 
Benefit of bimfelf only, but to add to the 
Happinefs of Society, by the Comforts arifing 
jrom mutual Intercourfe. Inoculation (*) in- 
queftionably tends to anfwer this great and 

(+) Page wr, Cyt: tee 
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glorious End. The Duty we owe our 
Neighbour, is, mot wlfully to injure him im 
any Refpec? ; on the contrary, we are to do 
bim all the good Offices, our Capacities, Cir- 
cumpfances and Opportunities will allow. If 
an Injury fhould accrue éy Accident, and 
without Defign, after due Precaution, and 
proper Care taken to prevent it, this cannot 
be deemed faulty, the Mind mutt concur to 
make it criminal. Where therefore any 
Mifchief is done to another zntentionally, 
or through want of Care, your Charge holds 
good, the Perfon tous offending is a real 
Delinquent. But we are not contending for 
Inoculation under a carele/s Management. 
Such Meafures ought to be taken, and ge- 
nerally may be purfued, as will hinder the 
f{preading of the Contagion, Should the 
contrary fometimes happen, is this Method 
forthwith to be difcarded? No, by no — 
Means, fince it is found falutary upon the 
Whole, and prefervative of Millions. . By 
this the Life of the Parent is prolonged ta 
the Benefit of the Family; and the Lives 
of the Children to the Welfare of the Pub- 
lick: To ¢his then the (*) oft Movements of 
Humanity incline, and the whole Tenor of 

Gofpel Exhortations dire& and encourage us. 
A farther Scruple is, whether (wz) Inecu- 
dation is agreeable to the Duty we owe our- 
Jelves. But here furely Nature and Pru- 
(*) Page 11. (nw) PB. a8. 
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dence cry aloud for our Compliance. For; 
“as every Man is forbid voluntarily to deftroy 
his own. Life, fo is he under an indifpenfa- 
-ble Obligation to ufe all lawful Means to 
preferve it: And as he cannot avoid Dit- 
-eafes, it 1s certainly incumbent on him to 
call forth all his ftudy towards rendering 

them “fs dangerous, The Small-Pox is a 

Diftemper always raging, every Place is at 

one ‘Time or other attacked with it, and Bu- 

finefs and Families confine Men to thefe 

~Places. To run therefore the difproportionate 
Hazard of the Difeafe naturally, er to neg~ 

lect Inoculation ’till fuch a Time, is Indo- 
lence and Imprudence, for the Air and Seafon 

may then be unfavourable; we may notbe 

allowed proper Time for Preparation, or 

we may. have- received a bad Natural In- 

-feGtion before our Inoculation, and by that 
Means lofe the Benefit of it. So‘ that as to 

expote ourfelves to Danger is a Sin, that Sin 

miuft rife in Proportion to the Danger. Surely 

then, every reafonable Man would chufe to 

lay hold on this faving Method in all its 

moft promifing Circumftances. Avs is the 

. true “fordan, thefe are the Waters to which 
God wi/idly giveth his Bleffing; why then 

fhall we ri/que the tnefficacious or uncertain 

Streams of (x) Abana and Pharphar ? . 

But after all, there is one Rule of Scrip- 
ture, which, you think, difcountenances this 

(x) Page 19. : 
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Method; w7z..(*) That we are not to do Evil, 
that Good may come; but here too you will 
find yourfelf miftaken — the true Import 
and Meaning of the Text muft be, that we 
Should do no real known Evil. —that no Excufe 
whatever can juftify the Commiffion of 
Actions, which the Evidence of our Senfes, 
and the general Atteftation of Mankind, 
mutt tell us, are in themfelves Criminal: In 
-‘Oppofition to the horrid Doétrine and Prac- 
tices of the Church of Rome, who, under 
Pretence of Service to Ged and Religion, per- 
“petrate the moft wnwarrantable and barbarous 
Crimes. ‘The Apoftle can never be fuppo- 
‘fed to have defigned a Prohibition of lawful 
Endeavours to render our Lives song, eafy 

‘and ufeful. , 
Surely, now you will no longer contend 
that Inoculation 1s @ (y,) Gigantic Attempt to 
orce the Direction of Events, and an (z) 
Infult offered to the Divine Providence. You 
will, | hope, drop the.Charge of (2) Inbumanity 
and Zyranay, which you bring againft it; 
and forbear to cenfure the Perfon {ubmitting 
to the Operation, as directed merely by a 
(6) felffh Temper of Mind, fince in thus con- 
‘fulting his own, he confults likewife the 
Good of others. If indeed you are not en- 
tirely enflaved to Biggotry, you muit renounce 
the z//-grounded Opinion you have taken up, 
and ceafe to call that, a (c) hurtful Inven- 
(*) Page 30. (y) P. 41. (2}R. 11. (4) Pays. (6) P. 13. 
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tion, an (d) unfoctal Quackery, an (e) inhu- 
wan Machination, a (f) fordid Mechanifm, 
which fo direCtly tends to fecure the Lives 
of many. 

Thus, Sir, have I gone through my, De- 
fign, I have fhewn that Inoculation abounds 
with many great Advantages and Securities, 
abfolutely wanting in the Natural Small- 
Pox, and that it is not attended with any 
Danger or Inconvenience greater or even 
equal with it. This Practice has likewife ap- 
peared to be highly reconcileable with our 
Obligations to the Deity, and fully confiftent 
with our Duties to our Neighbours and our- 
felves. Nature demands, Reafon advifes, Re- 
legion allows it. I fhould now difmifs the 
Subje@t, did not fome Things occur to my 
View, which, if paffed over unanfwered, 
may perhaps be capable of impofing on 
weak Minds. The Things I fpeak of are, 
fome Inconfiftences in your Difcourfe, and 
Inftances brought to illuftrate, which yet 
bear no Similitude at all to the Matter in 
Difpute. 

You call Inoculation, a2 (g¢) daring Pre- 
Jumption againft the Deity; a (b) declaring, 
in Action, that we will none of the Almighty’s 
Government ; A (i) Refolution to wreft our- 
felves in every Capacity out of the Hands of 
our great Creator: Yet, after all this, you 
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confefs, (2) were the Advantages of it, fuch 
as could not be had in the Natural Way, there 
would be Room to think more favourably of 
the Operation. For Shame, Sir, to think 
favourably, on. any Account, of a Thing fo 
zmptous and wicked; for it is not the Succefs 
attending Crimes, that will juffz/y the Com- 
miffion of them. But farther, tho’ the 
whole of your Difcourfe turns greatly on 
the Unlawfulnefs of the inoculated Per- 
fon’s attempting to take himfelf out of the 
Hands of the Divine Being; yet towards 
the Middle of it you inform us, (/) that 
God expetts we fhould employ, in Time, and 
with due Care, the various Means provided for 
our Security. 
. But how extraordinary foever thefe Con- 
tradictions may feem, they are not more fo 
than the Inftances brought to ftrengthen 
your Arguments. — Your Comparifon of 
the Doctrine (m) of Transfufion with that of 
Lnoculatzon is unjuft. In the former, a large 
Quantity of the mixed Mafs of Blood was 
conveyed; inthe /atter, a very fmall Part 
only, of a Peculiar, Diftintt Matter, fepa- 
rated from the Blood, and thrown out on 
the Surface of the Body, is ufed. The former — 
was conftantly obferved to bring on various 
Difeafes and Death; the latter, the defired 
Difeafe only, and that in fo mild a Manner, 
as to preferve and lengthen Life; and 1 hope 
(4) Page at, CE): Po 236. a’ P, to. 
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you will not dare to expect a Check on Inos 
culation from the Cruz] Government, when it 
is probably owing to ¢hzs, that Britain en- 
joys the happy Profpect of future Comfort 
in the Royal Progeny. 7 

Your fecond Inftance is no lefs improper. 
with great Gravity you tell us, (7) no one 
would ever fet his Houfe on Fire in the thought 
of faving it from being burnt down. No one 
undoubtedly but a Fool or a Madman ever 
would: But many wz/e Men have deftroyed 
a {mall Part of a Building, in ofder to fave 
a much larger. So that, allowing your 
Pofition to be true, it has nothing to do 
with the Matter in Debate: To make this 
Inftance hold, it is incumbent on you to. 
prove that the fame Symptoms in Degree, 
as well as Kind, attend, and the like mifa 
chievous Effects enfue, in the Artificial, as 
in the Natural Small-Pox. But the Con- 
traty has been fufficiently fhewn, and Ino- 
culation proved not to be undergoing the 
fame Mifchief we would avoid. | 

But, not content with two Illuftrations, 
you produce a third, {till more fingular in 
its Kind than either of the former. I mean 
that of a (0) Broken Limb. This is fo wild 
and extravagant, that Iam almoft afhamed 
to give it a fertous Anfwer. Could you, 
bold Schemer as you are, give us. Reafon to 
believe that the Stamma (I can. fearcely 
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forbear laughing while I mention it) of a 
broken Limb were in-bred in our Conftitu- 
tions; that there were very few Inftances of 
Perfons going out of Life, at any confidera- 
ble Age, without having fallen into this 
Difafter ; and that after the Cure, there was 
no Probability of. a Repetition; it would 
furely be the Duty of a tender Parent to 
permit the Bone of his Child to be divided, 
by the moft eafy and and flight Means which 
human Art or Compaffion could invent; at 
a Time when the mott fkilful. Affiftance 
was at Hand; at an Age when the Bone 
would: be readily and eafily reunited; the 
Deformity of the Limb prevented; no ill 
Confequences from Seafon or Conftitution, 
and confequently little or no Hazard of 
Life, to be apprehended; rather than ex- 
pofe him to the Rifque, of meeting with 
this Misfortune by violent and cruel Means ; 
of an almoft Impoffibility of preventing the 
Deformity or Lofs of the Limb; and at an 
extreme Hazard of Life, from a bad Ha- 
bit or Accidental Indifpofition, an unfa- 
vourable Seafon or advanced Age, an actual 
want of Help, or Diftance from the Skilful. 
On one Hand, his Security would ena- 
ble him to go manfully and chearfully 
through the Offices and Pleafures of Life ; 
on ‘tae other, his continual Dread would 
deprive him of its Recreations and Health- 
F ful 
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ful Exercifes, and intimidate him even in 
the Profecution of neceffary Means to fup- 
port himfelf and dependent Family. This 
isa fair Reprefentation of the Comparifon ; 
the manifeft Difference’ between the Mang- 
ling and Majhing of a Bone,'and its fuffer- 
ing only a fight Divifion, with all the other 
Circumftances before-mentiohed, are exactly 
verified in a, Comparative View of the na- 
tural and inoculated Small-Pox. As you 
had ftated the Cafe, it was in no Refpeét 
(9) parallel; but the Thought abjolutely ridi= 

culous. 7 | 
Before I conclude, I think myfelf obliged 
to return you Thanks, among many other 
Difcoveries in Phyfic, for the following re- 
markable one: (p) That Adults, if of a good 
_ Conftitution, and that not impaired by Intem- 
perance or other Vices, have as good a Chance 
jor their Life in the Natural, as Children can 
have in the unnatural Wr ay, or perbaps a bet= 
ter. ‘This is to tell us, that an athletic 
Body, where the Blood is vifcid, the Humours 
exalted, and the Fibres tenfe and rigid, isin 
a fitter Condition to meet with an inflam- 
matory Fever, than that Conftitution where 
the Fluids are mild, the Solids in a due 
{tate of Laxity, the Pores more ‘open and 
diffufive, and, of Courfe, Perfpiration, that. 
great and beft Cure of Fevers, fo ntuch 
more eafily raifed and maintained. But, un+ 
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fortunately for you, the Learned of the 
Faculty have ever obferved Children of all 
_ Others, to be moft favourably dealt with in 
the natural Small-Pox ; and it is generally 
- feen, that Children inoculated have the 
Diftemper ftill more lightly than Children 
in the natural Way. 

Upon the Whole then it is plain, that 
you have been too much governed by Pre- 
judice, and too little by Reafon; that Incon- 
Siftency 1s your Excellence, and Declamation 
your Talenf. In fine, never were fo many 
Errors jumbled together in fo {mall a Space, 
at leaft in any Work that has yet come to 
the Hands of, 


SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


Cant. O&. 25. 
1753. 


N. BoLAINE. 
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